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'A PROPOSAL for ſecuring the Bexgrirs 
' * thereof to this NATION. 


: For Fi ixing and Aſcertaining the Capital Stock of 
the ROYAL AFRICAN Co PAN of ENGLAND. 


For Uniting the C EDITOR and PROPRIETORSG 
thereot in One Joint, or Common Intereſt. 


For raiſing the Sum of Two Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds to be employed in the Trade and Service 
of that Corporation. 


And (by Means of a Parliamentary Allowance) for 


Ectabliſhing their Arrains, both at Home and Abroad, 
; upon a SOLID and LASTING FOUNDATION, 


I: a LETTER f @ Noble LORD: 


With whom that PROPOSAL was left for his Conſideration 
the laſt Year, but with no Sort of Intention that it ſhould 
ever appear in PRINT, 


A N D | 
Containing, amongſt other Things, 


The AUTHOR's RrAsoxs for Publiſhing the ſame 
AT THIs Time. 
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CONSIDERATIONS, &c. 
I N 


A LETTER fo a Noble LORD. 


My LOR D, LoxDoN, Aug. 10, 1747. 
N all complicated and difficult Af- 


5 fairs, wherein the Publick Intereſt 
is found concerned, or which ſtand 
in need of being amended, or re- 
9 dreſſed; the Countenance and 
Protection of ſome great Man of Parts, and 
proper Ability, is always neceſſary; and that 
falſe, or fallacious Arguments, may not miſlead 
his Judgment, or impoſe upon his Underſtand- 
ng, he ſhould be void of all Prejudice, and 
* yell qualified to draw fair and equitable Con- 
cluſions from the Matters and Things ſub- 


mitted to his Conſideration, —But, my Lord, 
there are few of our Nobility whoſe Educa- 
tion will allow them ſufficient Time to be 
rightly inſtructed in the Niceties which attend 


the different Branches of our Trade and Com- 
merce. 
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A in this Place, be allowed th Liberty 
of "enlarging upon the Topick of your ex- 
. Knowledge, accompanied with that 
agreeable and happy Turn of Mind, which is 
ſo diſtinguiſhable throughout the whole Scope 
of your Converſation.— But, my Lord, I ſhal! 
decline treſpaſſing on that Score, and, without 4 
further Digreſſiop, endeavour, according to the 
beſt of my weak Capacity, to lay down ſome 
general Heads concerning the Trade to Africa; 
and take Occaſion, at the ſame Time, to treat, | 
in a more particular Manner, of the Means ſor f 
recovering and preſerving it; which, when your 
Lordſhip. ſhall have duly examined and conſi- 
dered, you will be pleaſed to communicate to 


the Miniſtry, recommended in ſuch Manner as 
the Facts ſhall appear conſiſtent with your own : 


Senſe of the Reafonableneſs and Juſtice of the f 
ſeveral Pro opoſitions contained in the following 
Sheets. But to proceed. 


Wu the Merits of the African Company's 
Petition was debated in the Houſe of Commons, 
ſome ſhort Time before the laſt Diſſolution, a 
Right Hon. Gentleman there, for whom 1 
have the higheſt Eſteem, expreſſed his Deſire 
that ſome proper Scheme or Propoſal for ſet- 
tling the Affairs of this Company ſheuld be 
n for the Confideration of Parliament 
at their next t Meeting ; it being then too late, 
in 


A 
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in that Seſſion, to afford the Petitioners any 
Aid or Aſſiſtance whatever. | 


ConFORMABLE to that Declaration, and a- 
greeable to my own Deſire of being, in any 
Shape, ſerviceable to our commercial Intereſt, . 
I applied my Thoughts towards examining in- 
to the real Cauſe, why a Company of the 
greateſt national Uſe of any now ſubſiſting a- 
mongſt us, ſhould not profper, and draw con- 
fiderable Advantages to themſelves, from the 
Trade and Settlements they ſtand poſſeſſed of; 
being withal from- ſome Experience, and the 
common Reaſon of Things, convinced, that if 
the. Prejudices, which prevailed againſt them, 
could be traced, and laid open to impartial. 
View, proper Remedies might be found out, 
and applied, for reſtoring this uſeful Corporation. 
to its former Vigour, Strength and Utility. 


Bur before I enter upon the neceflary Means. 
for attaining this End, and for ſecuring effec- 
tually the Benefits of that Trade to the Na- 
tion, it will not, I preſume, be improper for 
me, in the firſt Place, to lay before your Lord- 
ſhip a brief State of the Riſe and Progreſs 
of that Trade, and of all the different Pre- 
tenſions, which, from the Beginning, had 
been form'd by our own, as well as by other 
Nations, in order to ſecure a Share and 
Property therein; And this Method, my Lord, 
will fave you the Trouble of minute Exa- 
minations into the Writings and Compoſitions 


of 
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of ſuch Perſons as have already, on various 


Occaſions, treated on the Subject-Matter before 


us. 


Trex firſt Accounts, therefore, that we are 
furniſhed with, of Ships being fitted out from 
England, for the Coaſt of Guiney, was about 
the latter End of the Reign of King Edw. VI. 
when the Portugueſe (at that Time the moſt 
conſiderable Navigators in Europe) were poſ- 
ſeſſed of all the Settlements there, and, as firſt 
Diſcoverers, claimed the ſole Right and Proper- 
ty to that entire Trade; by Virtue whereof, they 


took and confiſcated all the foreign Ships and 


Veſſels which fell into their Hands: The 
Engliſh, nevertheleſs, being from their natural 
Genius, and enterpriſing Temper, fond of new 
Adventures, would ſometimes hazard all in vi- 


fiting and frequenting that Coaſt, 


In the Reign of Queen Mary, and in the Be- 
ginning of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, di- 
vers other Adventurers alſo undertook thoſe dith- 
cult and precarious Voyages. 


Queen Elizabeth, in the Year 1585, granted 


a Patent for a Term of Years, to ſeveral of her 


Subjects, for extending, and improving that 
Trade, with Prohibition to all others, from traf- 
ficking to any of the Ports, or Places, from 
the moſt Northern Part of the River Senegal, 
to the moſt Southern Part of the River Gambia; 
but as the Engliſß Nation, in thoſe early Days, 

were 


(71 
were not in Poſſeſſion of any Settlements in 
the Weſt-Indies, and therefore in no Want of 
Negroes, their Traffick to the Coaſt of Guiney, 
was confined to the native Commodities of that 


Country only, ſuch as Gold-Duſt, Ivory, Dy= 
ing-Woods, &c. 


Ix the two ſucceeding Reigns, and during the 
Tſurpation, ſome of our Merchants, were in 
like Manner encouraged to trade with other 
Parts of Africa ; but all their Endeavours to 
protect themſelves againſt the many Hazards 

and Difficulties which daily occurred, proved 
ineffectual; until at length, being from their 
own, as well as the Experience of paſt Times, 
convinced, that it was a Thing impoſſible for 
them to ſucceed in this Commerce, without 
Forts and Settlements, they erected a Fort at 
Cormantine, on the Gold-Coaſt, and another on 
the River Gambia, on the North-Coaſt, which 
were the only Places of Strength poſſeſſed by 


the Engliſb in Africa, at the Time of the Reſ- 
toration. 


NoTwI1THSTANDING all the Encouragement 
which had been given by the Engli//þ Govern- 
ment to public Societies for the Improvement 
of this Trade, yet ſuch was the Spirit of Envy, 
added to the Temptation and Hope of Gain, 
which, in thoſe Times, prevailed here at Home, 
that ſeveral Merchants, in their private and ab- 
{tracted Capacities, frequently fitted out Ships 
for the Coaſt of Guiry, from whence thoſe Ad- 
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venturers obtained the Name of Interlopers; an 


Appellation, long ſince ſet aſide, or rather ex- 


changed for a ſofter Term, as that of the ſeperate 
Traders. 


A M eſt-India Company, with excluſive Pri- 
viledges, extenſive Powers, and a large Capital 


Stock, having been, in the Vear 1621, eſta- 


bliſhed by Charter in Holland, they equipped 
and ſent out a conſiderable Armament for the 
Coaſt of Guiney, determined (tho' at that Time 
in Peace with Portugal) to acquire, at all E- 
vents, a Share in that Trade: Not were they 
wanting, but upon different Principles from the 
Engliſb, to execute their Purpoſe with Di- 
ligence and Succeſs ; for without any ſort of Ce- 
remony or Delicacy, concerning the cquitable 
Part of fuch an arbitrary Proceeding, they in- 
diſcriminately fell upon the Portugueſe Settle- 
ments, and, in the End, became Maſters of 
the greateſt Part of them ; which illegal Con- 
* they retained in their own Hands, until 
the whole was afterwards, in the Year 1641, 


granted to them by Treaty with the Crown 
of Portugal. 


In this Situation, my Lord, Matters ſtood 
with reſpe& to the Intereſt and Pretenſions of 
all the contending Parties for Power on the 
Coaſt of Africa, in the very Infancy, as it were, 
of our American Colonies ; when his Majeſty 
King Charles II. at the Inſtigation of his Bro- 
ther the Duke of Tor, granted a Patent, with 
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ample excluſive Privileges, to a Company of 
Royal Adventurers, for the further and more 
certain Security of that Trade. But the Dutch, 
by Vertue of their Charter, and in Conſequence 
of the Poſſeſſion which they had by Force 
wreſted from the Portugueſe, as above, pretend- 
ed to claim the fole and abſolute Property of, 
and in that Trade from the Tropic of Cancer, 
to the Cape of Good. hope, or from Cape Palmas, 
to Cape Lypez, comprehending the Gold- 
Coaft, and Whydab, being an Extent of about 
goo Leagues; and without paying the leaſt Re- 
gard, either to the Eſtabliſhment, or to the 
Acquiſitions of the Engh/h, who as we have 
feen, had, in Truth, and beyond all Contra- 
diction, a prior Right to them both as to Poſ- 
ſeſſion and Trade; they exerciſed many Vio- 
lences, and committed great Diſorders in Su 

port of ſuch their ill-got Title; having for that 
Purpoſe, employed a ſufficient Number of 
ftout Cruizers to ſeize and confiſcate our Shi 

ping, with a View to engroſs this whole Trade, 
into their own Hands, and to exclude the 


Engliſh from having any Share, or Intereſt 
therein, 


Tuosg unwarrantable Attempts and Pro- 
ceedings, drew the ſerious Attention of the 
Britiſh Miniſtry, in the End, towards the State 
of Affairs on the Coaſt of Africa. The King 
ordered Remonſtrances to be made in the 
ſtrongeſt Terms for Satisfaction to the injured 
Merchants, whoſe Loſs, on that Occaſion, a- 
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mounted to between 6, or 700, ooo. The Dutch, 
nevertheleſs regardleſs of all that was urged, or 
offered, grew rather more outrageous, and. car- 
ried their Depredations to a great Exceſs. De 
Ruyter, their Admiral, with a Squadron of Men 
of War, attacked the Engliſb Shipping and 


Settlements in Africa, and threw all the 


Men they could meet with, there into loathſome 
Priſons. This Proceeding, not only alarm- 
ed, but highly incenſed the Nation ; and 
that Trade being then conſidered as an 
Object of too much Importance, to the Proſ- 
perity and Welfare of this Realm, and of our 
Plantations in America, to be neglected, or 
ſuffered tamely to paſs into the Hands of ſuch 
dangerous and powerful Competitors ; his ſaid 


Majeſty, after a tedious and truitleſs Negotia- 


tion for Redreſs of Grievances, and in Com- 
pliance with an Addreſs of both Houſes of 
Parliament, found himſelf, at length, neceſſi- 
tated to declace War againſt the States Gene- 
ral of the United Provinces, and accordingly, 
on the 22d of February, 1664-5, War was 
declared in Form againſt them, 


AND afterwards it appearing that the Com- 
pany ſo eſtabliſhed as aforeſaid, had ſuſtained 
heavy Loſſes, and had been great Sufferers by the 
War, by Captures and otherwiſe, and there- 
tore became incapable of ſurmounting the 
many Difficulties which fell to their Share ; 
they, in Conſideration of a certain Sum of 
Money, agreed to be paid them by a Set of 
new Adventurers, did ſurrender their Charter ay 

t e 


; * W 
8 * 12 EEE VL. SIEM 
Re 
1 - ig, — 


(11) 

the Crown, and transferred their Intereſt and 
Property in Africa, and elſewhere, to the new 
Company; his Majeſty, the better to ſecure the 
Rights and Properties of his Peopletothat Trade, 
and in Juſtice to the Sufferings of the old Com- 
pany, approved and accepted of thoſe Con- 
ditions ; and by Letters Patent under the Great 
Seal of England, bearing Date the 27th of 
September, 1672, did erect and eſtabliſh the 
preſent Royal African Company, and did give 
and grant to them, and to their Succeſſors, for 
the Term of One Thouſand Years : 


ALL and ſingular the Lands, Coaſts, Coun- 
tries, Havens, Roads, Rivers, and other Places 
in Africa, from the Port of Sally in South 
Barbary, to the Cape of Good-Hope, with the 
ſole, entire, and only Trade and Traffic into, and 
from, thoſe Countries and Places; with ſtrict 
Prohibition to all other his Subjects, to viſit or 
frequent the ſame, without the Licence and 
Conſent of the Company firſt had and obtain- 
ed; with ſuch further Powers as were then 
judged neceflary and expedient for enabling and 
encouraging them to build Forts, and to en- 
large and extend their Trade for the common 


Benefit of theſe Kingdoms, 


Tux Company thus eſtabliſhed, laid ont 
conſiderable Sums of Money; in renewing Al- 
liances with the African Chiefs; in purchaſing 
Fort Fredericksburgh from the Danes; in Re- 
pairs; in additional new Works; in Manning 
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their Forts and Settlements, and in furniſhing 
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the ſame with Merchandizes, Stores, and all 
other neceſſary Materials; nor were they at any 
Time wanting to exert the utmoſt of their 
Strength and Power, in ſecuring the Benefits 
of this Trade to the Nation, and in preſerv- 
ing their own indubitable Rights on that 


Coaſt. 


Tux French, in 1673, erected a Senegal 
Company for trading to Africa ; and they, af- 
ter the Example of the Dutch, pretended to 
claim all that Part of the Coaſt, which ex- 
tends from Cape Blanco, to the River Gambia, 


being more than 5oo Miles in Length; and 


in the Year 1681, they attempted to hinder 
the Royal African Company's Ships from 


trading there; but not being then in a Con- 


dition to conteſt that Point, they dropped 
their Pretenſions until the Year 1685, when 
they renew'd the ſame againſt our African 
Company, and the Poſſeſſions they had ac- 
quir'd on that Coaſt; from which Time they 
frequently interrupted our Commerce, until at 
laſt a War broke out between the two Na- 
tions. | 


IT would be endleſs, my Lord, toenumerate 
the many Obſtacles which were thrown in the 
Way of the Engliſh African Company, and 
the Loſſes they ſuſtained both before and after 
this War, and during the Courſe of their tedi- 
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—ous Struggles with the Dutch ; the Chiefeſt of 
all was the Loſs of their principal Fort in the 
River Gambia, which was taken in 1695, by 
a Squadron of French Men of War, and the 
Fortifications demoliſhed and razed to the 
Ground; yet notwithſtanding all their Diſap- 
pointments, they, by Means of another Fort on 
— Ifland in the ſame River, and of divers 
actories which they had eſtabliſhed a great 
Way up on both Sides thereof, fortified and 
maintained themſelves ſo well, and improved 
and extended their Commerce ſo effectually, 
that they became qualified to ſupply the Bri- 
tisb Colonies and Plantations in America, with 
large Quantities of Negroes, at a very chea 
Rate, and their Affairs in general, all Things 
conſider'd, were in a thriving Condition, when 
the Britisb ſeparate Traders, grown envious 
of the Company's Succeſs, and then no longer 
in the ſame Danger, as formerly, of being mo- 
leſted on that Coaſt, flocked in far greater 
Numbers than ever to the African Markets; 
and by ſupplying the ſame with large Aſſort- 
ments of our European Commodities, they, by 
that Means, broke in upon all the Meaſures 


which had been concerted for the Benefit and 
Advantage of the Company. 


HENCE it aroſe, that the Price of Negroes (a 
Commodity which, in this Proceſs of Time, 
became uſeful and valuable to the Cultivation 
and Improvement of our American Colonies) 


was, 
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was, to a ſurprizing Degree, enhanced on all 
Sides: : That the Goods and Merchandizes, 
which lay ready for Barter or Sale, in the 
Company's Warehouſes Abroad, were, by being 
kept long on Hand, either damaged, or often- 
times ſold to great Diſadvantage; ; that the Com- 
pany reaped only in Part the Profits which they 


might otherwiſe reaſonably have expected from 


the Fruits of their long Labour, Hazard, and 
Expence : And, in a Word, that after all, they 
were left to conſider whether, in Fact, they 
ſuſtained more real Injury and Damage in 
their Dealings and Commerce on the Coaſt of 
Aſrica, from the Dutch and Frencb, their 
avowed Enemies and Competitors, or from the 
ſeparate Traders, their domeſtick Rivals, Coun- 
trymen, and Pellow- Subjects. 


FROM this ſhort, and impartial Review of 
the State of the African Trade, it appears un- 
queſtionably evident, that the Britiſh Com- 
merce to that Coaſt, was altogether dangerous, 
precarious, and very uncertain ; and muſt have 
been inevitably loſt to the Nation, it theſe 
Forts and Cafties had not been erected, ſup- 
ported, and duly maintained; and allo, that 
from this ungenerous Treatment of the ſeparate 
Traders, in breaking in upon the Rights and 
Privileges of the Company, without having 
contributed One Shilling towards the Expence 
of the Settlements, ariſcs all their Misfortunes, 


and is, in Reality, the fole Cauſe of their pre- 
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ſent low Condition, and the chief Reaſon why 
they ſtand in need of any Aid, or other Aſſi- 
ſtance, from Parliament. 


As to what particularly followed, in refe- 
rence to the Conteſt which the Encroachment 
of the ſeparate Traders occaſioned between 
the Company and themſelves, or concerning 
their Diſputes about Monopoly, excluſive Pri- 
vileges, and the like ; or for or concerning the 
Reaſon which induced the Parliament to lay 
that Trade ſubje& to a Duty of 10 J. per Cent. 
ad valorem, open for the Space of 13 Years; 
thcſe Matters being too copious for my preſent 
Purpoſe, I ſhall, in a great Meaſure, paſs them 
over in Silence, and reſume the Conſideration 
of Things as they relate only to the immediate 
Deſign which I have in Hand. 


IT is, I find, an eſtabliſhed Fact, agreed up- 
on by every experienced Judge of Commerce, 
that the Trade to Africa, properly ſupported, 
would be, of all others, the moſt beneficial to 
this Nation; becauſe the Exports conſiſt whol- 
ly of Britich Manufactures, which maintain 
the People, and of India Goods, the Uſe where- 
of are prohibited here; and the Returns are 
made entirely either in Negroe Labourers, with- 
out which the Colonies and Plantations in A. 
merica, and all the Benefits with reſpect to the 
Revenue, Navigation, Manufactures, &c. ariſing 
trom the Trade to the /t. Indies, muſt ſoon 

be 


Fd 


rate Traders, and the Suſpenſion of the Com- 


and ſtands out againſt them. 
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be loſt; or in Gold, Ivory, Dying-Woods, 


Bees- Wax, and ſuch like valuable Commodi- 
ties, which we cannot do without, 


Bx rokx the extream Intervention of the ſepa- 


any's excluſive Privilege in the Year 1697, by 
Gent, they, as appears evident from au- 
thentic Papers, and Accounts of undoubted 
Credit, dealt conſiderably in all thoſe Articles, 
having introduced ſundry Sorts of our English 
Manufactures into their Settlements abroad, for 
the Uſe and Conſumption of the Natives; and, 
amongſt other Things, brought home, in Lieu 
thereof, a larger Quantity of Gold than had 
been ever known, or imported before : But 
from that Period of Time, down to this, the 
Company's Affairs have generally declined, in- 
ſomuch that the neceſſary Charge of their Forts 
and Settlements (chiefly borne for fo long a 
Courſe of Years at their own Expence) hath 
not only totally exhauſted their Trading Stock, 
but alſo occaſioned their incurring a Debt of 
about 100,000 J. which now actually ſubſiſts, 


WrirsT this laſt heavy Incumberance re- 
mains (which as the Trade is left free and o- 
pen, muſt be the Caſe, until the Parliament 
ſhall agree to ſettle an Allowance upon the 
Company, adequate to the Charge of ſupport- 
ing the Forts or Settlements, or that ſome 

other 
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other Proviſion ſhall be made for their Relief) 
it will be found impraCtica's!e to retrieve their 
Affairs, or engage any Sett of Merchants or 
money'd Men, how well ſoever otherwiſe in- 
clined, to unite with them for the Improvement 
and Enlargement of this Trade, to the Degree 
or Extent it requires, and is capable of; or even 
to ſubſcribe towards railing a Stock upon any 
Conditions, until all their juſt Debts and De- 
mands ſhall, in the firſt Place, be paid and ſa- 
tisfied ; ſeveral Eſſays and Experiments having 
for thoſe particular Purpoſes been already made, 
but without the leaſt Succeſs or Effect. 


Tag Dutch and French, we find, being from 
Experience made ſenſible of the many national 
and private Advantages ariſing from this Trade, 

have, by ſundry Bounties, Exemptions, and Pri- 
vileges, encouraged and ſupported their Weſt- 
India, and African Companies, ſo liberally, that 
their Colonies have been greatly improved, and 
their Subjects enriched thereby; whilſt our In- 
tereſt and Credit on the Gold- Coaſt has ſunk 
and daily declined, in Proportion as the Com- 
pany languiſhed and loſt Ground: Thus there 
was not, for ſome conſiderable Time before the 
Commencement of the preſent War, one fourth 
Part of the Ships and Veſſels engaged in Trade 
on that Coaſt, that uſed formerly to be employ- 
ed by us therein; for as the Welfare of the 
French Colonies then, through wife and 
prudent Management, grown opulent and flou- 
riſhing, depended altogether upon their being 
C 
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well ſupplied with Negroes from thoſe Parts; 
ſo they not only ſecured a powerful Intereſt 
amongſt. the Natives, where the Companies 
Settlements lie, but alſo made ſeveral illegal 
Attempts, and open Infringements, on their 
Trade and Property there; more particularly at 
 Anamaboe, the moſt confiderable Mart for the 
choiceſt Blacks; where, as well as at Whydab, 
they, by dint of Power, Application, new Al- 
liances, and the under-ſelling our People in their 
Goods and Merchandizes, fo largely contributed 
to enhance the Price of Negroes, that the Bri- 
tiſh Traders could ſeldom afford to deal in 
them; but (as the Company was in no Condi- 
tion to curb the Progreſs of the French) were 
under the Neceſſity of repairing to the Brgbr 
Angola and Calabar, where a worſe Sort only of 
theſe Labourers are to be had. 


Tur Method of proceeding conſtantly pro- 
tracts the Voyilges of our Traders, frequently. 
occaſions Sickneſs, and often a Mortality a- 
mongſt their Negroes; which conſequently 
brings a heavy Charge upon the Back of even 
the moſt indifferent, and the moſt ordinary Sort 
of them to Market; to the great Detriment 
and Diſadvantage of the Britiſh Subjects 
throughout the Extent of all our American 
Colonies, but more particularly to that of the 
Sugar Planters, whoſe Hardſhips, in that Caſe 
alone, abſtracted from all other Conſiderations, 
require the ſpeedy Interpoſition of the Legiſlative 
Authority ; that ſo by, paſſing ſome ſalutary 
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Law for the Recovery and Preſervation of this 
important Branch of the African Trade, the 


Price of Negroes may be reduced, and not 


ſuffered continually to increaſe upon their 
Hands; when Numbers of theſe invaluable 
SubjeaAs (who cannot, as Matters now ſtand, 
with reſpect to burthenſome Taxes, the high 
Price of Labour, heavy Duties, and the bad 
Condition of their Plantations, ſupport them- 
ſclves) will be diverted from profecuting a de- 
ſtructive Scheme, which, of late, Years has 
dwelt warmly upon their Minds and Hearts; I 
mean, that of quitting their preſent Poſſeſſions 
in America, to go in Search of new Eſtabliſh. 


ments amongſt the Settlements of our Rivals 


and Competitors ; where, doubtleſs, they will 
meet with Encouragement adequate to the ad- 
ditional Strength and Advantages which they 
ſhall carry along with them, and to the juſt 
Value that all wiſe Governments ſhould ever- 


more put upon ſuch beneficial Acquiſitions. 


Tris Affair, your Lordſhip will perceive, is 
of a dangerous Tendency, and ought not to be 
overlook'd, deem'd chimerical, or treated with 
Indifference, For the Truth of the Caſe be- 


fore us is, that ſeveral of our Veſt-India Mer- 


chants and Planters, have already taken- the 
pernicious Step of purchaſing Plantations in the 
Dutch Settlements at Barbacie, and at T/quebe, 
adjoining to Surinam, on the Continent of 
South America; and that others are, in reallity, 
preparing to follow their Example. A fad 

C 2 Con- 
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we 


Conſideration this! to ſee theſe induſtrious Peo- 


ple forced into the Arms of Strangers, from 
whoſe Bounty they are to receive far better 
Encouragement than their own Mother-Coun- 
try would beſtow on them. May we not, my 


Lord, expect from the Attention, Vigilance, - 


and Rivalſhip of the French, who ſeldom loſe 
Sight of their own proper Intereſt, or the 
Means of forwarding and promoting it, that 
they will, fo ſoon as Peace ſhall be reſtored, en- 
courage the Britiſh Sugar-Planters to remove 
and ſettle in their Colonies alſo? more eſpeci- 


ally if they ſhould remain poſſeſſed of St. Lu- 


cia, and the other adjacent neutral Hands? 


BEFORE I depart from this Subject, I muſt 
beg Leave to treſpaſs, a little upon your Lord- 
ſhip's Patience, by obſerving further, that all 
the Evils and Miſchiefs ariſing from the Decay 
of this moſt valuable Part of the African 
Trade, from the high Price of Negroes in the 
Plantations, from the Seceſſion of the American 
Planters, and from the unhappy Circumſtances 
cf the Company, is not more the Work of Care 
and Precaution in our Enemy, as the ſame is 


owing to our own unaccountable Indifference 


and Neglect. 1ſt, In not ſupporting a Com- 
merce of ſuch great Weight and Conſequence, 
in a Manner, equal to the Worth and Value 
thereof, 2dly, In being deluded with er- 
roneovs, and falſe © Notions, concerning the 
Method to be obſerved, for the Preſer- 
vation of it, gdly, In having been amuſed 
and diverted from the main Object, by the 

en- 


. 

envious Clamours of the ſeperate Traders, 
againſt the Company, without duly obſerving, - 
that thoſe Diſputes, in themſelves, are of no 
Conſequence at all, it being the fame Thing 
to the Nation, what Set of Engli/h Subjects 
ſhall proſper, by ſerving their Country, in the 
Improvement of this, or even any other Trade; 
thoſe only being preferable, who are molt 
likely to carry that important Point beſt into 
Execution. 4thly, In ſuffering ourſelves, for 
Want of furniſhing the neceſſary public Sup- 
ply for that Purpoſe, to be deprived of the 
natural Benefits, and juſt Rights, which, by 
Priority, and as principal Proprietors, we ought 
to enjoy from the Effects of our extenſive Set- 
tlements on that Coaſt, And gthly, in per- 
mitting the French to ſettle under our very 
Noſe, upon the moſt valuable Part of our le- 
gal Eltate and Poſſeſſion in Africa; by 
which, we not only render our Title to that 
Trade diſputable, precarious, and uncertain, 
but we alſo, at the ſame Time, make thoſe En- 
croachments of the French advantageous, in all 
Points, to their own Dealings and Commerce, 
both at Home, and Abroad. 


I am not inſenſible, my Lord, that foreign 
Trade, by the Improvements and Increaſe of 
the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, of the Portugueſe 
Settlements, of the Dutch and French Co- 
lonies, and of our own Plantations in America, 
is become more extenſive and general; where 
fore thoſe Labourers are more wanted, in 
greater Uſe, and muſt for that Reaſon be much 


dearer 


ou 
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dearer at theſe ſeveral Markets. But granting. 
all this, and as much more as can be urged on 
that Side of the Queſtion, yet it muſt, on the 
other Hand, be allowed, that, if the ſame En- 
couragement had been given by the Britiſb 
Nation in Support of this Trade, which our 
Rivals and Competitors have all along drawn 
for their Aid and Aſſiſtance, the Superiority 
which they, by that Means, have gained and 
acquired over us on the Gold. Coat, would 
infallibly have been veſted in us; when our 


Colonies could not have failed of being, at this 


Day, in a moſt flouriſhing Condition; the in- 
dultri-1s Planters would, in that Caſe, have 
been in no Danger of removing with their Stock 
to foreign Settlements; the African Com- 


pany's Affairs would have been in a proſperous 


Way ; the ſeperate Traders from Cuſtom, Ule, 


and the natural Equity of Things, muſt have 


ſtood contented withtheir Share in that Traffic, 
and, without any manner of Exaggeration, the 
beſt Sort of Negroes would be ſold now, in the 
Britiſh Plantations, for leſs than half the Price 
they actually bear there. 


By this State and Deduction of Things, 
we ſee the Danger to which our Intereſt in 
that Commerce ſtands expoſed, We have 
powerful Rivals to contend with, who, as 
ſoon as their Hands are free, will not fail to 


ſtreighten and diſtreſs us on all Sides. Our 


Atrican Forts and Settlements have, of late 
Years, bern moſt miſerably ſupported, and 
remain fil in a ruinous Condition, ready to 

be 


(23) 
be abandoned for want of Repair, Men, Stores, 
and Neceſſaries of all Sorts: The moſt valu- 
able Part of this Trade, is in the greateſt Dan- 
ger of being entirely loſt to the Nation, and 
the Company's Credit quite deſtroyed ;. the 
good Intelligence and friendly Correſpondence 
that formerly ſubſiſted between them, and the 
Natives, is now interrupted and broke in upon; 
nor are they, without the immediate and ef- 
fectual Aſſiſtance. of the Legiſlature, in any 
Shape qualified to retrieve, or regain it. 


Tur Guardians and Conſervators therefore, 
of the Brit;/h Liberties and Properties, if they 
are not already ſufficiently convinced of the 
Neceſſity the Nation lies under to reſtore and 
preſerve the entire; Benefits of this Trade, can- 
not, in my humble Opinion, beſtow a Part: of 
their Time better, than by examining carefully 
into the Merits of that whole Affair. But, 
my Lord, I muſt preſume to ſay, that if this 
Enquiry be not undertaken early in a Seſſion 
of Parliament, before the current Supplies ate 
voted, the Event will ſhew, that the ſame 
Fate, which has, for ſeveral Years paſt, attended 
all other Applications of this kind, will alfo 
fall to the Share of that now propoſed. But, 
if this neceſſary Work ſhall be entered upon, 
with that Candour and Strictneſs, which a 
Matter of ſuch high Moment requires, all that 
is wanting towards the Recovery of our Proper- 
ty in this Trade, will follow, and be moſt cer- 
tainly accomplithed : For from the Nature of 
thoſe Proceedings, the Houſe cannot fail of being 
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led into a right Underſtanding of the Errors-and 
Miſtakes which have been committed both as to 
the ſaving Doctrine of the public Money, and 
the temporary Expedients, that have, from Vear 
to Vear, been made uſe of, to prevent the 
African Company's receiving any Allowance, 
or annual Appointment, from Parliament. 


In the Courſe of thoſe Deliberations, . 
in all particular Prejudice, will be laid aſide, 
Gentlemen cannot fail of being furniſhed with a 
fair Occaſion of forming and fixing upon ſome 
judicious and proper Method (if that which I 
am about to propoſe, ſhall be deemed wanting, 
or inſufficient) for the Preſervation and future 
Improvement of this Commerce; becauſe the 
Merits of the whole national Intereſt and Con- 
cern therein, will fall under their Cognizance ; 
and for that they may from the Teſtimony of 
impartial and experienced Merchants, receive 
fall and ample Satisfaction, touching all theſe 
Matters and Things: When it will demonſtra- 
bly appear, that this Trade can never be 
recovered and ſupported as it ought to be, 
in th2 Way we are in at preſent, nor at any 
Time, without the Aſſiſtance of Forts, Caſtles, 
and Settlements, properly maintained at the 
public Expence, and ſupported by a large 
Joint Trading Stock. That the ſeperate Tra- 
ders cannot ſecure the Benefits thereof to the 
Nation, or pretend to remove the Impediments 
which obſtruct the Proſperity of the Britiſh 
Colonies in America, or contribute to the Re- 


lief 
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ief of the Sugar Planters, ſo as to reduce the 
Price of Negroes, and thereby prevent thoſe 
meritorious People from withdrawing with 
their moveable Stock to foreign Settlements : 
That it is an Office altogether incompatible, as 
well as inconfiſtent with the Occupation or 
Calling of Perſons, whoſe Thoughts and At- 
entions muſt be always employed and taken 
up in the conſtant Exerciſe and Purſuit of 
their own particular and private Traffick, to 
oppoſe or diſconcert the ſecret and open At- 
tempts of the Dutch and French Weſt-India, 

and African Companies. 
Ir theſe Things are fo, (than which no- 
ching can be more certain) the Force of all the 
Arguments that have, or may be offered in Fa- 
vour of preferring the Intereſt of the ſeperate 
Traders, to the general Welfare of the whole 
Community, muſt ceaſe and fall to the Ground: 
I ſay, therefore, my Lord, that agreeable to 
ſound Policy, and the right Reaſon of Things, 
the Reſult of ſuch an Enquiry muſt, in one 
W Shape or another, provide for the Recovery, 
Wand future Support, of this Trade ; in which 
Caſe, the Nation will regain it former Supe- 
riority on the Coaſt of Guiney, and will ſoon 
feel the good Effects arifing from ſo wiſe and 
ſo happy a Change. "Jy 


TRE ſupporting of this Commerce, in that 
Manner, will ſufficiently diſtreſs the French 
Colonies, and beat them in Point of the Ne- 
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groe Traffic on the Gold Coaſt and at Gambia; ge 
otherwiſe they muſt hold the Ballance, and be 
the perpetual Mart for Sugar and Indigo; as 
they will be induſtrious to improve and increaſe 
their Shipping and Seamen, the better to keep 
Poſſeſſion of all the Advantages which they 
have gained over us in that Trade. But as 
the Profits ariſing therefrom to Great-Britain 
are at this Time ſolely veſted in the Hands of | 
the ſeperate Traders, who, by Cuſtom and 
Indulgence, claim an unbounded Property 
thereto ; ſo it muſt be expected that they will, 
according to Cuſtom, ſtrenuouſly oppoſe all 
Change of Meaſures ; being ſenſible, that any 
Variation in that Commerce muſt interfere 
with their own private Purpoſes, and break in 
upon the darling Syſtem eſtabliſhed amongſt 
them. We may expect, therefore, that the 
uſual Cry againſt relieving the African Compa- iſ 
ny, will be revived and founded from that 
Quarter in the Ears of Parliament, whenever 
they ſhall ſet about to rectify or new- model 
that Trade. 


Bur whoever conſiders this Affair impar- Wc 
tially, cannot but condemn the Conduct of 
thoſe Gentlemen in that reſpe&t, both with 
regard to the eminent paſt Services of the 
Company, and to the national Intereſt and 
Concern in that Trathc : For though it be 
readily allowed and acknowledged, that Mer- 
chants of all Denominations, or Traders to 


foreign Parts, merit our utmoſt Regard and 
Eſteem, | 
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ſteem, yet this I take to be conditional on- 


e y, when their Dealings and Commerce are 
$ Mircumſcribed by Rules of Juſtice ; and not 
© When, at any Rate, they uſe their utmoſt Ef- 
pets to oppoſe the equitable Meaſures of other 
y Wcople, or infringe upon their Properties, with 
s fordid Intent of enriching themſelves by pre- 
2 Wrring a tranſient, preſent, great Gain, to a 
p ng Train of certain, and durable Advantages, 
y Tur Public, my Lord, will, in the End, 
I, N obliged to ſettle this Trade upon the Baſis 
Ii ſome parliamentary Plan ; when a large 
y ]Whtitude of Commerce will be opened and ex- 
e Wnded for the Benefit of the ſeperate Traders 
n Caſe they have to do with no other domeſtic 
ſt ivals than the African Company ;) wherein, 
ec m the vaſt Tranſactions that muſt neceſſa- 


Wy be carried on with the native Africans, 
With (in due and proper Time) the Spaniſh 
Ee/i-[ndics, the Brazils, and with our own 
Ettlements and Colonies abroad, they will 
Id a conſtant and profitable Employment, 
Pichout doing the leaſt Injury or Injuſtice to 
Property of their Neighbour ; and by cul- 
Pating, preferable to all other Methods, a 
Pod Underſtanding with the Company, their 
zutual Intereſts, under proper Regulations, 
ay be made ſubſervient to each other. 


| FRANCE will then, and not before, 
and deprived of the Advantages which her 
bjects may enjoy from having engroſſed the 
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Bulk of that Commerce into their own Hand 
as the Company will fet due Boands to all thei 
Encroachments, by compelling them to with 
draw out of the Limits of our legal Poſſeſſion 
which they have uſurped, and whereby alo 
they are become formidable and dangerous 
the Br:ti/7 intereſt and Commerce on the Coa 
of Guiney. 


LET us now, my Lord, examine what Ca 
and Precaution the Dutch and French Goveri 
ments have taken to avoid the Evil which v 
have fallen into; and to render their ox 


Schemes, for the Preſervation of that Trad 
late and effectual. 


Tur Dutch Weſt-India Company, 
beſides the Bene fit of an excluſive 
Trade, receive annually, for their >2 4,000 
Support and Maintenance, by Boun- | 
ties and Duties, the Sum of | 


Anp tbe French African Compa- 
ny, with the ſame Advantages, and | 
by Bounties and Abatement of Du- > 44,609 
ties on their Plantation Products, 

have, per Annum, upwards of 3 


By thoſe Accounts, my Lord, we -ſee 
wide Diſparity between our Way of judg| 
and acting with reſpect to the Method of u 
porting the African Trade, compared vi 
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the Meaſures inſtituted for that Purpoſe, by ſuch 
our powerful Competitors. 


Bork theſe foreign Companies, over and 
above the annual Allowances alloted for their 
Support, are poſſeſſed of the fole Benefits of 
that Commerce ; have no private Traders, 
ſaving ſuch as are furniſhed with Licences from 
them, to contend with ; are clear of all Incum- 
berances, and ſtand well qualified to exert 
their Power and Affluence amongſt the native 


Africans. 


Our African Company, on the contrary, 
has no ſettled Appointment: They are not 
only greatly indebted, but in want of a Trade- 
ing Stock : Nor can they afford to keep even 
the bare Poſſeſſion of their Forts and Caſtles, 
much leſs to ſecure any Intereſt or Advantage 
to themſelves from their Commerce; and the 
Trade itſelf is left free and open for the Britiſb 
Subjects in general. 


FROM a curſory View of Affairs taken in 
this Light, one might be induced to conclude, 
that either we are Strangers to the Maxims, 
and true Springs of Trade, or that our Rivals 
are ſuperior to us in Skill and Judgment, as to 
- Manner of improving and conducting 
Or it. | 


Tur Strength of the Argument, from the 


Effect of Things, as they appear thus clearly 
before 
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before us, is moſt certainly againſt us; and 
from hence we are, at firſt Sight, furniſhed 
with ſufficient Matter to attract and raiſe our 
Admiration; more eſpecially as our Conduct, 
in that moſt intereſting and eſſential Point, is 
altogether inconſiſtent with the high Character 
we do, or ought to bear as a Trading, and 
Warlike Nation. But when, upon due Re- 
flection, we conſider the different Opinions 
which prevail, and divide the Sentiments and 
Judgments of our Leading Men, both within, 
and without Doors, our Wonder on that Head 
will ſoon be at an End. 


To illuſtrate this Matter: Some, for Exam- 
ple, would have thoſe Settlements kept and re- 
tained barely as Marks of Poſſeſſion, or Britiſh 


Property, ata ſmall, or inconſiderable Expence 
to the Nation. 


OTurs again think that Ships of War con- 
ſtantly ſtationed on that Coaſt, would perform 
this Service beſt, and anſwer all the ous Pur- 
poſes of Forts and Caſtles. 


WouLy Gentlemen, inclinable to adopt ſuch 
Notions as theſe, but ſeriouſly reflect upon 
the ablolute and neceflary Weight of tegular 
Settlements for the Protection of Trade, 1 
diſtant and barbarous Countries, where an inland 
Commerce muſt, with great Care and Induſtry, 
be cultivated and improved, the which cannot 
be conducted and perfected to any Degree of 

Profit 
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Profit and Security, without the immediate 
Aid of eſtabliſhed Factories, Officers and A- 
gents, properly protected, and reſiding conſtantly 
upon the Spot, ready for tranſacting and nego- 
tiating all Manner of Buſineſs; they, I am 
firmly perſuaded, would ſoon change Senti- 
ments in that reſpect, and concur in Opinion 
with all good Judges of Trade, more particu- 
larly the eminent Sir Joa Child, who is very 
clear and explicit in what he writes, and ad- 


vances, on this nice and delicate Subject : His 
Words are, 


e IT has, for many Years, been a moot 
« Caſe, whether any incorporating of Mer- 
* chants be for public Good, or not. 


« For my own Part, I am of Opinion, 
„ 1ſt, That for Countries with which his Ma- 
«« jeſty has no Alliance, nor can have any by 
* reaſon of their Diſtance, or Barbarity, or 
% Non-Communication with the Princes of 
« Chriſtendom, &c. where there is a Neceſſity 
of maintaining Forces and Forts, (ſuch as 
« Eaſt-India and Guiney) Companies of Mer- 
© chants are abſolutely neceſſary. 


6 2d, IT feems evident to me, that the 
*« greateſt Part of theſe two Trades ons ht, for 
** public Good, to be managed by joint 
Stock.“ 


I will not deny, my Lord, but that Ships of 
War 
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War, properly. appointed, and regularly relieved, 
might, in ſome Meaſure, perform the Work of 
guarding this Coaſt and Trade, But, to come 
at the Expence of that Service, I ſhall, for Ar- 
gument's Sake, form a ſhort Eſtimate thereof, 
and allot fix Ships only for that Employment, 
viz. one of 50, three of 40, and two of 20 
Guns each, whoſe Compliments, added toge- 
ther, make 1310 Men; which, according to 
the ordinary Eſtimate of the Navy, amounts to 
5240 l. per Month; or to the Sum of 
6 5, 120 J. per Annum, excluſive of Officers, 
Soldiers, Artificers, and military and other 
Stores, for the particular Uſe and Service of all 
the Forts, Caſtles and Settlements. 


ANOTHER Way propoſed for the Preſerva- 
tion and Management of this Trade, is to 
throw the future Conduct thereof into the 
Form of a regulated, or open Company, like 
that of our Turkey Company, wherein the ſe- 
perate Traders, if they ſhall ſee proper, and 
others, may become Adventurers : And that 
for the Maintenance of the Forts and Caſtles, 
the Parliament do allow them a certain ſettled 
annaal Allowance ; making, at the ſame Time, 
ſome Compenſation to the Proprietors and 
Creditors of the preſent Company for their In- 
tereſts and Debts, 


T 115 Method, my Lord, may douhtleſs be 
practiſsd with Succeſs in Places where trading 
Cities and Towns are built ; where Factories 
can 


©: # i 
can without Difficulty be eſtabliſhed z where 
Protection is to be found for the Government 
of Commerce; and, in fine, where the Laws 
of Nations operate, are in Force, and bind 


the Partics to an exact Obſervance of them: 


All which Advantages and Inſtitutions we 
find, more or lefs, perfected to Hand in the 
Exercife and Purſuit of our Trade to Ruffia, 
Hamburgh, and Turkey ; but can never hope 
or expect to meet with Benefits of that Kind 
from any Dealings or Commerce with nume- 
rous uncivilized Negroe-Princes and Chiefs re- 
ſiding in Africa; who, generally ſpeaking, are 
torn to pieces by inteſtine Wars in the 
Bowels of their own extenfive Kingdoms, 
which (without the Aid of Settlements) renders 
a regular national Trade with them impracti- 
cable. The principal Source however of all 
their Traffic in Negroes, ariſes from ſuch 
their frequent Hoſtilities ; and theſe Servants, 
together with the other Commodities of that 
Country deſtined for Sale, are brought to Mar- 
ket chiefly for the Uſe of thoſe who can va- 
lue themſclves moſt upon their Power and Af- 
fluence ; the common Standard whereby the 
Africans are, at this Time, governed in their 
Dealings and Commerce with Strangers: For 
from tae Knowledge and Expctrience which 
they, by a long Intercourie of Trade with the 
Europeans, have acquired, they aie become a 
ſubtile, cunning People, ſenſible of their own 
Intereſt, and not eaſily managed, unl<!s held in a 
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State of Awe and Dependency ; a Thing mo- 
rally impoſſible to be effected by Means of the 
open Company in Queſtion. 


Brs1Des which, the Diverſities of Agents 
from London, Briſtol and Leverpool, that muſt 
neceſſarily be employed on that Occafion, all 
acting under different Intereſts and Prin- 
ciples, muſt breed Confuſion, Jealouſy, and 
Diſtruſt, and will prove an invincible Bar to 


the Improvement and Proſperity of this 
Trade. 


WHETHER the Turkey Company has, or has 
not, found their Account in purſuing the 
Scheme under Conſideration, I ſhall not take 
upon me to determine ; but I will venture 
to athrm, that by a fewYears Practice and Ex- 
perience of it on the Coaſt of Africa, in Caſe 
a Method of this Kind ſhould ever take Place, 
the Public will have the Mortification of be- 
ing diſappointed in their Hopes of Succeſs from 
the Execution thereof; and if, during the 
Courſe of that Experiment, no other worſe 
Accident happens to the African Settlements, 
the Nation will certainly be conſtrained to 
new-model the whole Syſtem of this Trat- 
fic, let the Expence be what it will; or ſub— 
mit to ſce our Weſl-India Trade, the only 
Foreign Commerce that we can, at this Time, 


with any Reaſon boaſt of, quite ruined and de- 
ſtroyed. 


AND 
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ANp further, to render the Matter of fup- 
porting theſe Forts and Caſtles ſtill more diffi- 
cult and perplexed, the Intereſt of the ſepe- 
rate Traders (who, in Fact, without being 
at any Expence towards the Support of the 
Forts and Caſtles, enjoy all the Advantages 
reſulting from a free and open Trade) is upon 
all Occaſions, brought upon the Carpet ; cried 
up, and ſubſtituted by Way of fundamental 
Argument, in direct Oppoſition to every Re- 
monſtrance, Petition, or Application, that 
has at any Time found Way either to the Mi- 
niſtry, or to the Parliament, in Relation to the 
Diſtreſſes of the preſent Company, or con- 
cerning their frequent Repreſentations, touching 
the State of this Trade; as if they, the ſepe- 
rate Traders, had been the Sacrifice, Sufferers, 
and the real Preſervers of that Commerce to 
the Nation. Nay it has, in ſome popular De- 
bates, been ſtrongly urged, that thoſe Gentle- 
men ought to be conſulted and adviſed with, 
before any previous Step ſhould be taken for 
the Relief of that very Company, who at the 
Expence'of above a Million Sterling of their 
own proper Money, firſt of all acquired, and 
afterwards ſecured the Benefits thereof to theſe 
Kingdoms; and from whom, to ſay no more, 
thoſe Adventurers have all along drawn con- 
tinual Advantage, Aid, and Protection, at leaſt 


ſo far forth, as their Ability reached or ex- 
tended, | 
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However extraordinary the Scope of all 
the Arguments thus made uſe of, may appear 
to an impartial Bye-ſtander ; yet, my Lord, I 
am far from believing, or imagining, that the 
Gentlemen, who reaſon after this Manner, can 
be prejudiced in Favour of the ſeperate Traders, 
contrary to the Intereſt of the Nation, merely 
for the Sake of being ſo ; but rather conceive, 
that they have been impoſed upon by the Ar- 
tifice of ſome plauſible deſigning Men, on 
whoſe Veracity they have placed too great and 
Implicit a Confidence, without examining mi- 
nutely into the Merits of all their Views and 


latent Deſigns, or of the Things 2 
by them. 


As for my own Part, and herein J appeal 
to your Lordſhip, as a Perſon who has ſome 
Knowledge of my Integrity, J declare that I 
hold not the leaſt Ill-will in the World, to any 
one of the Merchants concerned in this Trade; 
nor do I regard the Exiſtence of the African 
Company, as ſuch, in any Shape whatſoever, 

All that J aim at, labour, or contend for, is 
* Preſervation of this Commerce, in its full 
Extent to the Nation ; and ther refore my ſole 
Intention in deducing, or recapitulating, the 
difterent Sentiments and Opinions of all thoſe 
wo argue about the Method of ſupporting 
this Trade, is with no other View, than that 
* lane, with my own Obſervations, may 

and ccunected in one ſuccinct Chain, or 

Relation 
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Relation, for your Lordſhip's more immediate 
Conſideration ; and, if you ſhall fee proper, to 
that of the Miniſtry and Parliament: I think 
it therefore, needleſs to deſcend into any more 
Particulars, concerning Matters, that cannot, to 
my Way of thinking, be better explained, or 
underitood, than by conſidering every Argu- 
ment, Pro and Con, in the Order wherein I 
have thus placed and laid them down; I beg 
Leave however, my Lord,in general to obſerve, 
that the ſeperate Traders, together with the 
Weſt-India Merchants, the Planters, Owners of 
Ships, and Dealers in Woollen, Linnen, Paper, 
Copper, Braſs, Iron, Pewter, Lead, Cc. are 
all eſſentially intereſted and concerned in the 
Preſervation of this Trade, and in preventing 
it from being veſted, or continued in the 
Hands of the French, whoſe extenſive Projects 
have hitherto prevented their viſiting us, on 
that Coaſt; otherwiſe they might long before 


this Time have ſeized upon our African 
Settlements. 


Wu ar would, in that Caſe, my Lord, be- 
come of our Trade to the Plantations? Or can 
It, with any Colour of Reaſon, be denied, that 
the Expence of even one naval Expedition to 
regain theſe Settlements, would not coſt the 
Nation infinitely more than the Fee- ſimple of 
an Annuity ſufficient to recover that Trade, 


and to protect it, with great Dignity, for 
many Years to come. 
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I AM, in the next Place, my Lord, to de- 
monſtrate, that the African Trade cannot be 
ſo well ſupported, and at ſo cheap a Rate, to 
the Public, as by Means of the Charter and 
Company now ſubſiſting; and this will appear 
obvious from the following, amongſt many 
other, Conſiderations. | 
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Ir the Government ſhould be of Opinion to 
ake theſe Settlements into their own Hands, 
the Charge of a military Eſtabliſhment there, 
(ſuppoſing that Form of Management con- 
fiftent with the Affairs of a mercantile Com- 
any) would far exceed any ſettled Appoint- 

* the Company, in their trading Capacity, 
can ever expect from the Bounty of Parliament 
for that Service, The annual Expences attend- 
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1 ig the Garrifons of Mahon, Gibraltar, and 
: And polie-Royal, will ſerve for Examples to 
N vouch the Truth of this Aſſertion. Or ſhould 


LY 


it be alledged, that this Trade could be carried 
on, and protected, yet much cheaper under the 


— . 


1 Direction of ſome one of our oppulent Com- 
$ panties (in either of which Caſes, the preſent 
i Company mult be allowed and paid a rea- 
1 {1514012 Price for their Charter, Forts, Caſtles, 
g ae feds) is it not to be apprehended that 
. uch Company would, in the firſt Place, 
N and with Reaſon too, inſiſt upon, and make 


good Terms for themſelves; and that after- 
watts, on {me emergent Occaſion, they might 
Lot bet pied to aim at ſomething more than 

a 


of * 
— — 


a bare parliamentary Allowance ; and thus, by 
Dint of Intereſt and Power, become, at length, 
abſolute Maſters of an excluſive Trade to the 
Coaſt of Africa, notwithſtanding all the Ar- 
guments that could be uſed on beh21; of the 
ſeperate Traders, who then, too late, would 
repent of their miſtaken Policy in oppoſing, 
as I have already obſerved, every Expedient 
which had at any Time been offered in Fa- 


vour of ſupporting the Intereſt of the preſent 
Company, 


THe granting of a new Charter cannot avail, 
or rectify the Evil complained of, as that 
now in being, on changing Hands in the Man- 
ner herein after deſcribed, will to all Intents and 
Purpoſes anſwer fult as well, and create a Com- 
pany of itſelf, attended with all the favourable 


Circumſtances, that can be reaſonably wiſhed 
tor, or deſired. 


From all which Confiderations, Matters, and 
Things, vour Lordthip, I make not the leaſt 
Doubt, will ſtand fully convinced of the Neceſ- 
ſity this Nation lies under of reſtoring and pre- 
ſerving the Britiſi Trade to the Coaſt of Gurney. 


Havins thus briefly, my Lord, ant as plain- 
ly, and faithfully as I could, touched upon the 
State of this Trade, and upon ſuch Arguments 
as occured either to myſelf, or which I have 
occaſicnallß met with from others, for or 
egaintt the Support thereof, and of the preſent 
Company; I titali now, With Pleatare, pro- 
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ceed to point out the Means whereby all Mat- 
ters, relating to the State and Condition of the 
one, and to the Diſtreſſes of the other, may, 
in my humble Opinion, be ſettled and adjuſt- 
ed to the Satisfaction of the Miniſtry (through 
whoſe Hands this Scheme ſhould paſs, and 
whoſe Approbation it ought firſt of all to re- 
ceive to that of the Parliament) to the 
great Security and Advantage of the ſeperate 
Traders, and, finally, to the Benefit and Satiſ- 
faction of the reſpective Proprictors and Credi- 
tors of this Corporation; mote eſpecially as 
it provides a ſure and certain Compenſation to 
be made thoſe Sufferers ; a Proſpect, which for 
many Years paſt, they have been utter Stran- 
gers to. | 


IN SHORT, the CLEAREST, the 
CHEAPEST, and the MOST REASON A- 
BLE METHOD for accompliſhing theſe ſeve- 
ral ENDS and PURPOSES, is, by Means of 
an UNION or COALITION between the 
CREDITORS and PROPRIETORS of this 
CORPORATION, 


Upon theſe two Suppoſitions, which I take 
for granted to be true; 


THAT the Capital Stock of this Company 
is about 300,000/, 


THAT the Debts of the Company amounts 
to 100,000/, 


IT 


(41) 
IT IS PROPOSED, 


I. Trar the Capital Stock of the Royal 
African Company of England be, for the future, 


fixed and aſcertained at eight hundred Thou- 
ſand Pounds. 


II. THAT new Books be opened, and a 
Subſcription taken for the ſame, on the fol- 
lowing Terms, that is to fay, 


1. THAT the preſent Proprietors 
in Conſideration of annihilating the 
preſent Stock of 300, ooo J. be enti- þ 50,0000. 
tuled to 100,000 of the ſaid Capi- 
tal at 50 J. per Cent. | 


2.THAT the Creditors of the ſaid) 
Company for, and in Conſideration 
of, their Debts and Demands, be | 
intitled to ſubſcribe for 200,000 l. 
of the ſaid Capital, at 50 /. per | 
J 


100,000 h 


Cent. 


3. Tur New Subſcribers be 


intitled to 500,000/, the «ſt 90000 
and Reſidue thereof at 40 J. fer C. 


New Stock or Capital, will «bg — 


zoo, oool. at 50l. and 500,000). at E; 50,000 4 
40 J. per Cent. making $00,000 J. — 


F 4 THAT 


40l. per C. on 500,000). amounts to 200,000). 


( 42) | 


4. THAT the Payments on the faid 
500,000 l. be made at he following Times, 
and in the following Proportions, viz. 

20l. per C. at the Time of ſubſcribing, i oo, oool. 
ol. per Cent. at fix Months, - - 50,000. 
10l. per Cent at twelve Months, = Fo, oool. 


— — 
—— 


5. Thar if Caſh ſhall, at any Time, be 
wanting for the Service of this Company, after 
the new Subſcribers ſhall have paid in their 

o l. per Cent, as above, the ſame be raiſed upon 
the whole Capital Stock of- — Zoo, oool. 


III. THAT if ſhould be objected, that this 
Capital is too great for the New, Company, 
(a Thing ſcarce poſſible to be imagined, con- 
ſidering the vaſt Dealings and Traffick where- 
in their Stock can be employed) the fame 
may be reduced to 400, oool. in which Caſe, 
the Proprietors and Creditors of the old Com- 
pany, will be admitted at Par, and the new 
Subſcri! ers, at So J. per Cent, 


IV. Thar for and towards enabling the 
new Company to ſupport and maintain a ſuf 
ficient Number of Forts and Caſtles, for the 
Protection of ail his Majeſty's SubieQs trad- 
ing to A/jrica, the Parliament will be pleaſe: 
to ſettle an ANNUITY of 20,000 /. for thi 
Term of 21 Years upon the ſaid new Com 
pany; without which, and a JOINT TRAD- 
INC 
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ING STOCK, no Scheme whatever, can be 
rendered practicable upon the Foot of an open 
Trade, 


V. Tur immediately after the ſaid new 
Subſcription ſhall be compleated, the Company 
do proceed to a new Election of the Court of 
Aſſiſtants, and other Officers, when their At- 
fairs muſt conſequently undergo a thorough 
Change, and be put into the Hands of Gen- 
tlemen, in all ReſpeRs,qualified for that Charge, 
who will leave no Room for future Jealouhes, 
or Diſtruſts of any Kind, either with reſpect 
to the Application and Diſpoſition of the 
Public Money, or the Management and Im- 
provement of the Trading Stock hereby pro- 
poſed to be raiſcd, 


VI. Tu An none but ſuch as ſhall have a 
large Property and Intereſt in the Fund of this 
Corporation, may be elected into Office, The 
Governor, for the Time being, ſhall have, and 
bold 8000/l. the Sub-Governor and the Deputy 
Governor 6009 J. and the reſpective Members 
of the Court of Aſſiſtants 4000 J. Stock each, 
in the Books of this Company. 


VII. THAT a Committee to conſiſt of three 
of the preſent Proprietors, and three on the 
Part of the new Subſcribers, be appointed to 
take an Account of the Company's Debts and 
Credits; and that a reaſonable Time be 


allotted for the ſettling of, and allowing the 
- lame 
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fame, that ſo ſtrict — may be done to all 
Parties. 


VIII. Tur upon cloſing and perfecting 

the ſaid Accompts, a proper Body of Bye-Laws, 
for the better Government of the Affairs of 
this Corporation, be prepared and approved by 
the general Court; to contain, amongſt other 
Things, a particular Clauſe whereby their Deal- 
ings in Negroes, deſtined for the Britiſb Plan- 
tations in America, ſhall thenceforward be 
diſcontinued, and left entirely for the Be- 
nefit and Advantage of the ſeperate Traders; 
on Condition, neverthcleſs, that they ſhall find 
Means, to take from the Company, a certain 
Number of theſe Labourers, within reaſonable 
Periods of Time, to be limitted and appointed 
for that Purpoſe ; with ſuch further Orders and 
Regulations, concerning that Point of\ Com- 
me'ce, as ſhall be deemed equitable and ex- 
pedicnt, 


END of the PROPOSAL. 


YouR Lorgſhip, from what has been thus 
ofcred and laid down, will be pleaſed to ob- 
ſe: ve, That by the Conditions of this UNION, 
the Company will, without paying any Money 
whatſoever, be diſcharged from all their Debts 
and Incumberances, And that the Trade, 
veſted in the new Subſcribers, will be ſtill con- 
tinued, and carried on, under the preſent Char- 
ter. For in Caſe any other Method be taken, 
ſuch as placivg theſe Forts and Caſtles in the 

Hands 
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Hands of the Government, or throwing them 
into any other Changzel, every equitable Perſon 
muſt allow an Equivalent, in ſome Degree, 
reaſonable, to be due to the preſent Proprietors 
and Creditois. This Equivalent cannot be less 
than 1 50, 000 J. or a perpetual Annuity of 
6000 J. equal to the Intereſt of 1 50,000 J. at 
4 1. per Cent; which Annuity will be abſo— 
lutely ſaved, or ar leaſt muſt be conſidered as 
a Deduction from tbe propoſed Annuity of 


20,000 J. to be granted by Parliament, if this 
Propoſal takes Place. 


Tax Neceflity of recovering, and preſer- 
ving this Trade, has appeared, and is a Matter 
confeſſed. The Manner of ſupporting it in 
the cheapeſt and moſt effectual Way for the 
Benefit of the Nation, is the Point to be de- 
termined ; concerning which, there cannot be 
the leaſt Diſpute, but that the Terms of this 


Propoſal, is the fitteſt and moſt eligible for 
that Purpoſe. 


Anp your Lordſhip will farther obſerve, 
that ample Proviſion is, at the ſame Time, 
made by this Propoſal, for admitting the new 
Subſcribers upon fair and reaſonable Terms, 
into an adequate Share and Proportion of the 
Company's Settlements, and of this profitable 
and well eſtabliſhed Trade, wherein the Money 
they are to advance will be effectually em- 
ployed: And as the Voyages directly to the 
Company's Factories in Africa, m__ 
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with other tedious Navigations, require no great 
length of Time to perform them, the Quick 

STock of 200,000 J. to be raiſed on the new 
Subſcription, being fortified and ſupported by 

ſuch a parliamentary Allowance, and kept in 

a conſtant Courſe of Circulation, may, be- 

fore the Expiration of 21 Years, be made to 
realize the whole capital Stock of this Com- 
pany, and then the appropriated annual Al- 
lowance to be granted by Parliament, will 
ceaſe, and revert to the Public. 


Wurd the Terms and Conditions of this 
Plan ſhall be approved and enacted, in ſuch 
Manner as ſhall beſt appear to the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſlative Authority, your Lordſhip will 
allow, that there can, upon ſuch a ſolid Foun- 
dation, be no Difficulty in raiſing the trading 
Stock of 200,000 J. in Queſtion ; or even any 
other Sum that may be wanted for the Service 


of this new Company; but if there ſhould be 


the lealt doubt concerning that Matter, I can, 
from good Authority ſay, that the ſame will 


thereupon, without any Sert of Delay, be 
readily ſubſcribed for. | 


Tur African Company, poor and diſabled 
as it is at this Day, will, upon ſuch Occaſion, 
toon looſe the odious Appellation of a Bank- 
rupt-Company, and become well qualified to 
aflert and preſerve the juſt Rights of the Na- 


tion, as well as their own Property on that 
Coaſt. | 


, 


ALL 
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ALt former Animoſities, and Miſunder- 
ſtandings which prevailed between them, and 
the ſeparate Traders, will ceaſe, and determine 
in mutual Acts of Friendſhip and Benevolence. 
Thoſe Gentlemen will then no longer be drove 
to the Neceſſity of beating the Coaſt, and wait- 
ing the Event of uncertain Times, and preca- 
rious Markets, as they will be continually ſup- 
plied with good and robuſt Negroes, to com- 
pleat their Cargoes, from Anamaboe, Whydab, 
and the Company's Factories, By theſe Ad- 
vantages the Affairs of the ſeparate Traders 
will be forwarded; nor can any Thing contri- 
bute more amply to the Succeſs of their Com- 
merce and Navigation, as they, by that Means, 
can get away expeditiouſly to Market, without 
the common Obſtructions attending their Traf- 
fic at this Time ; when the Price of Negroes 
maſt conſequently be reduced, and thoſe Ser- 
vants, to the great Emolument and Satisfaction 

of the Sugar-Planters, will be delivered at our 
W Colonies in America, much cheaper, and in far 
better Order and Condition, than could, in the 
= courte of many Years laſt paſt, be undertaken 
or afforded. 


Does it not thereicre appear demonſtrably 
evident, my Lord, that this is the moſt natural, 
the moſt equitable, the lcaſt burthienſ me, and 
tne ſafeſt Method that can be undertaken, for 
the Security of this Trade, and for picventing 
Our Cilonies from being deſerted by {ome of 
cheit molt valuable Iallabitants? : 


THAHR 
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THE new Company, to put their Settle- 
ments, with Economy and good Management, 
into a defenſible Condition, may, out of the 
Payments on their firſt Subſcription, advance 
the Money that will, in the Beginning, be 
wanted for repairing, manning, and ſupplying 
the Forts and Caſtles with Stores, and all other 
Materials; which Sum they may afterwards 
replace by Degrees, and add to their trading 
Stock, out of the public Appointment, with- 
cut anticipating any Part of that Fund, 


I A only to add, that the Princes and Na- 
tives, with whom we may have any Concern 
or Traffic on the Coaſt of Guzney, being once 
convinced of the Company's Power and Abi- 
i lity to protect and ſuccour them, will ſoon re- 
5 gain Courage and Confidence to enter into new 
Alliances, and to deal more freely, and more 
ö openly with us, as they will then be under no 
7 Difficulty of withdrawing themſelves from their 
$ preſent Engagements with the French; by 
which Means, we, in our Turn, ſhall obtain 
by Plenty of the choiceſt Blacks, and of all thoſe 

AS neceſſary and valuable native Commodities 
winch, ever ſince our Settlements in Africa 
have ſtood neglected, we have been deprived of, 
and which has fallen to the Share of, and been | 
tranſported in large Quantities, for the Benefit 
of our Rivals and Competitors. But to ſecure 
the Friendſhip of the Africans, and to leave no 
room of Complaint againſt either our Conduct, 
or Dealings with them, the Company, - 

| we 


; "TI PFJ 
well as the ſeparate Traders, muſt agree upon 


ſome proper Way of ſupplying theſe People 
with our Goods and Merchandizes, as cheap, 
at leaſt, as the French have hitherto done; to 
the End, that they may be encouraged to ad- 
here ſtedfaſtly to our Intereſt, and live always 
in perfect good Harmony with us. 


TasBRE is, my Lord, beyond all doubt, a 
EDificulty attending the Matter of ſelling our 
Goods on that Coaſt ſo cheap as our Rivals 
Fhave done, or can do, becauſe their Shipping 
are fitted out and navigated at leſs Expence 
than ours; Inſurance, Duties and Port Charges, 
not being ſo high with them ; and, becauſe La- 
bour and Wages bearing an equal Degree of 
Proportion to their more frugal Manner of 
living, ſuch Commodities as they manufacture, 
work up, or ſend abroad, muſt conſequently 
e ſold cheaper then we can afford to vend or 
iſpoſe of the ſame Sort of Goods at Market. 
hough this is the general Argument made 
ſe of againſt us, and that it may be partly 
dur Caſe, whenever we gain Strength ſufficient 
Wo ſupport a Competition of that kind, with our 
vals in this Trade, yet I am far from think- 
Ding that we cannot get the better, even ot this 
material Obſtacle, which I ſhall be ready to de- 

monſtrate in due Time, or as Occaſion may tre- 
Wquire. But, my Lord, as there are many other 
eſſential Points concerning the future Manage- 
ment of this Commerce, that wants to be recti- 


ooo 


e no gned and ſettled, I ſhall, for the preſent, poſt- 
ud, G pone 


65 J 
pone all further Particulars, and wait the Even 
of your Lordſhip's Judgement, and the Deter. 
mination of the Miniſtry and Parliament, be. 


fore I enlarge, or explain myſelf more fully a 
thai Subject. 


TO CONCLUDE, 


SINCE the Preſervation of the Africa 
Trade, ſtands fo cloſely connected and inter 
woven with the real Welfare of Great-Britain 
and the Intereſt and Proſperity of the Britiſ 
Colonies and Plantations in America, I hope 
my Lord, that the future Support thereof, wi 
now no longer be conſidered as a Matter d 
meer Indifference; but, on the contrary, as a 
Object of the higheſt Concern to the Happ 


neſs of this Nation, both at Home an 
Abroad. 


AxD Laſtiy, That what have undertake 
to advance on that Subject, will, upon due Ex 
amination, be found agreeable to Truth, Jul 
tice, and to the Title of this Propoſal, 


I xave the Honour of being, with t 
ſincereſt Sentiments of Gratitude and Eſteem, 


My LoRp, 


Your LoRDsHiP's 
Moſt obedient, and 


| Moft humble Servant, 


M, O'CONNOR 
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SHIELDS ASI I book 
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HE Noble Lord, to whoſe Judgment 

and Conſideration the foregoing Propo- 
ſal was, at the Time it bears Date, ſubmitted, 
took uncommon Pains to arrive at a perfect 
Knowledge of all Things, relating to the De- 
cay of the Britiſh Trade, to the Coaſt of Guiney, 
in our Hands; and having weighed and 
compared the Nature and Circumſtances of the 
paſt, as well as the preſent State thereof duly 
together; his Lordſhip declared his Appro- 
bation of the Terms and Cond:tions thereby 
offered and laid down for reſtoring and pre- 
ſerving the Benefits of that Commerce to 
theſe Kingdoms; being of Opinion that the 
ſame is, in all Reſpects, the ſafeſt, the ſureſt, 


and the moſt eligible Method of any hitherto 


propoſed, with Regard both to public, and 
private Intere//: And accordingly his Lord- 
(hip enforced the Neceſſity of a new Regu- 
lation in that Trade: Several Perſons of Emi- 
nence and Note, both in, and out, of the Ad- 
miniſtration, conſulted on Ways and cans 
for compaſſing that important Point ; but th ey 
all differed in Opinion, as to the Manner of 
executing a proper Sckeme for that Purpoſe. 
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I cannot however help taking Notice, 


that afterwards a Propoſal tending to regulate 


the Buſineſs of Pawn-Brokers within the Bills 
of Mortality, calculated for the Support cf s 
Trade, and for Relief of the preſent African 
Company, was grafted on that which is rein 
before ſet forth, found Way to the Miniſery, 
and underwent the Examinaiion of - ð ge, 
Men in Power, who adjudged the applice le 
Part thereof, wholly unconſtitutional ; that 
Affair therefore was carried no farther, and the 
then Seſſion of Parliament drawing towerds a 
Concluſion, the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to whom the Petitions of the Com- 
pany, their Creaitors, and of divers Merchants 
belonging to London, Briſtol, and Liverpool, ſtood 


referred, adjourned, without coming to any ſort 


of Reſolution, touching the Merits of the Matters 
then in Queſtion, and which lay before them ; 
thus the African Trade was left on the old 
Footing, altogether in the Hands of ſeperate 
Traders, and the Company remains ſtill deſ- 
titute of all Manner of Succour and Support. 


For theſe Reaſons, and not for the Ambi- 
tion of ſeeing his Name in Print, the Author 
of this Propoſal has thought fit to publiſh the 
ſame ; to the End, that the Parliament, from 
the Lights thereby furniſhed, may interpoſe, 
and ſhape out ſuch a Plan of Management, for 
the Recovery and future Preſervation of this 
Commerce, as ſhall be conſiſtent with the na- 
tional Intereſt, and ſufficient to extend and 

| protect 
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protect the Britiſh Property on the Coaſt of 
Guiney. 


AND, as he writes neither for Favour, Praiſe, 
nor Profit, t, but meerly with an Intent to contri- 
bute his beſt Endeavours to the Service of the 
Public; ſo he is not in the leaſt anxious about 
the Cavil, or Miſrepreſentations, of ſuch Per- 
bons as may be offended at, or think themſelves 
affected by the Liberty he has taken, of ſtating 
all the Facts relating to this 7 rad, which fell 
under his Cognizance, freely and impartially, 
according to the beſt of his Fudgment and Ca- 
pacity, So without regarding any other Mo- 
tive, or Conſideration whatſoever. 


THeRE has, indeed, of late, ſince the Con- 

» Clufion of the Peace, ſome Rumours prevailed, 

touching the extenſive Views of certain foreign 

Powers on this Trade, which ſeems to corobo- 

rate, 1n a great Degree, what this Author appre- 

hended would be the Caſe on that Event ; but, 

to avoid all Prolixity, he chooſes to be filent 

on that Subject; ſubmitting the Merits thereof, 

and of all that he has laid down, to the wiſe 
Determination of Parliament. 
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ER RA TA. Page 10, line 1, for or read 
and, Page 16, line 17, for generally read 
gradually, | 
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